GRAMMAR OF FARUM
LANGUAGE
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INTRODUCTION

Farum is a language of the city of Far, as its name says, but also of this city-state’s

surroundings, especially of the nearby town of Ezermat. The countryside is today
largely populated by Kuci people who speak unrelated Kuci language, while the

population speaking Farum is more and more limited to the city itself, and even there

an increasing number of lower class people converse in Farum less and less.
The language is part of Mu group of Island languages, related to those spoken on
Archipelago. Its closest relatives are therefore other members of Mu language

subfamily, mostly also spoken in coastal city-states.

Farum shares many characteristics of the group, namely somewhat agglutinative
structure, verb-final word order and more complex consonant clusters than usually

found on Archipelago.

As a language of a strong city-state on an important trade route, many different

languages have influenced Farum, but its influence on them is also strong.

PHONOLOGY

Farum language is phonologically quite a typical member of Mu subfamily, with a

moderate consonant inventory, but its vowel system more unique in this part of the

world.
CONSONANTS
Consonantal phonemes of Farum are found in the following table.
Bilabial Alveolar | Postalveolar | Palatal Velar Guttural
Nasals m n n
Plosives bp dt ff c kg q
Fricatives v f zZs | o
Vibrants r

Approximants

There are some parts of this table that warrant additional comments.

Sound [p] is exclusively found in loanwords as a phoneme and as an allophone of /b/

in front of voiceless sounds.

Sounds /c, ¢/ are barely phonemic: they are in complementary distribution with /k, x/.
They appear in front of front vowels and after them in front of a consonant or a word

end.
tuhib
mik

[tugib]
[mic]




There are only some rare words where they appear at the end of a word or in front of

a consonant without a front vowel.
ojk [oc]

Some consonants get voiced between vowels, but for /g/ this is solely allophonic.
aqu [a:eu]

It is also voiced after /n/ in which case /n/ too changes to its uvular counterpart.
ohkenga [occenaa]

It should finally be noted that the sound /x/ has a very big allophonic range.

It is [h] or [h] at the start of a word.

hadaq [ha:dag~ha:daq]
It becomes [h] between vowels.
tohan [tohan]

It is otherwise [x] unless it is preceded by /9, a/ and followed by a consonant or word
boundary or if it is simply followed by /q/.

ah [a:x]

All these allophones are replaced by [¢] in already discussed circumstances.
ahin [a:cin]

VOWELS

Farum has a basic five-vowel system, but all vowels can be long, short or nasalised.
These do not influence vowel quantity, at least not in the main dialects.

Front Back
Closed i u
Mid e 0
Open a

Vowel /a/ is truly back [a].

Vowels have some positional variants regardless of their length or presence of
nasalisation.

All non-open vowels reduce next to /g/, that is /i, e/ become [g], and /u, o/ turn to [0]
unless they are stressed. When stressed, mid vowels reduce in the same manner,
but /i, u/ become [1, u].

iqub [1:6oDb]
When next to /¢/, all non-open vowels reduce as when stressed.
biCbi [b1Cbi]

Nasalisation carries with itself allophonic length, that is all long vowels are also
longer for about 1,2 to 1,5 times length of a short vowel.

Slba [[G:ba]
Long vowels are around 2 times length of short vowels when stressed, but reduce to
around 1,5 when unstressed.
There is no vowel reduction based on stress, not even word finally.



PHONOTACTICS

Farum generally only allows clusters of two consonants and no word-initial or
word-final clusters, except of a set of finals which occur very rarely.

Basic syllable structure can be extrapolated as (C)V(P) at the start and the middle of
a word. Here C marks all consonants, V all vowels, but P excludes /v, f, j, n, g/ which
occur only in onsets. (Except that /j/ appears in suffix /a:j/ and /n/ also appears in /nk,
ng/ and geminate, but they are still more restricted in their positions compared to
other consonants.)

At the end of a word, syllable structure generally conforms to the formula (C)A(G).
Here A marks all vowels except of long /e, o/. G stands for all consonants included in
P plus rare final clusters /nt, nk, nq, rb, rd, rt, rk, rq, Ib, It/.

Of final consonant clusters, the most common one is definitely /nt/ as it appears in a
suffix -int, such as in nént ‘to be wrong'.

ACCENT

Farum is one of only Mu languages that preserve opposition between high and low
tone, but in Farum it has been reduced to a pitch accent system. Rules of this system
are somewhat complex, but it tends to be predictable ones they are applied. In the
following description, acute accent marks an intrinsic high tone in the first step.
Every word is arranged into bisyllabic foots.

a:risfiCi a:ris | fiGi
Each foot must have at least one high tone by nature. If there are only low tones in a
foot, the first one will become a high tone unless Proto-Mu stress rules can cause the
opposite to happen (which is very rare).

a:ris | fiCi a:ris | fiCi
If the opposite were true, that is, if there were two high tones, the second one would
become a low tone.

“fe:be Jé:be
Once every foot has at least and at most one high tone, stress is assigned to the first
syllable of a foot.

‘acris | fiCi
If a foot is incomplete, that is, it has only one syllable, it will not receive stress.

‘a:ris | fe€!
In practice, these rules should be applied to every word form once all other
morphological and morphonological changes have already happened. High tones
which might by nature be present on stems or suffixes will have different end results.
For example, a monosyllabic verb with no base high tone is going to be suffixed with
two different endings (-ta and -t4) to create different results:

u +-ta ‘uta

u: + -ta ‘u:ta

' A different form of the same word.



The same suffixes on a stem with a high tone acts differently.
tum + -ta ‘tumta

tum + -ta ‘tumta
Finally, the exact pronounciation of these melodies should be considered.
Stressed syllables with a low tone are allophonically pronounced with a high tone,
too. Thus, melody /'V.V/ is really ['V.V]. In speech, this sounds as if a foot has two
consecutive stressed syllables. A sequence of a high tone followed by a low tone
sounds a lot more like “normal” stress.
In monosyllabic words, original distinction between stressed high and low tones is
still somewhat visible on long vowels which have a stable high tone if it is there by
nature, and a falling tone if it is actually an allophonically raised low tone.
Compare:

originally low tone: fo: [fo:]

originally high tone: no: [no:]
The distinction is not present in all dialects or amongst all the speakers of those
which do distinguish them.
An unstressed syllable outside a complete foot which still has a high tone has the
high tone allophonically lowered to a mid tone. It is distinguished from a low tone in
this position by a sharp fall of pitch that the latter one experiences, while the
high-toned one appears to somewhat rise after a low tone, that is stagnate or fall a bit
after a high tone.
Accent system is subject to a high degree of dialectal differentiation.

MORPHONOLOGY

Farum does not preserve much morphonology from its ancestral language, but some
changes it has developed are quite present in affixation.

Hiatus-breaking

There are two strategies for breaking vowel clusters: insertion and deletion.
Historically more present insertion means that between two vowels, /j/ or /v/ is added
based on frontness, that is backness of the second vowel.

ge: + -at ge:vat
Insertion is generally applied in nouns.
Deletion means that one of the vowels gets deleted. Which one is a trickier question.
If there is an affix beginning with a vowel, it usually causes deletion of the final vowel
of a stem.

a:du + -i a:di
There is great variety in what happens once another vowel-initial suffix gets added,
with suffix -i, it is the one that causes deletion of other vowels regardless if they are
part of a stem or of a suffix.



a.di + -ax a.dix

Intervocalic Changes

Under the umbrella term “intervocalic changes” two changes are grouped:
delabialisation and voicing.
Delabialisation is a rare change of word-intial /f/ to /x/.
finib + é- éxinib
Much more common sound change is voicing which affects following consonants:
f,t,s,k>v,d,z,g/V_V
Allophonically, /x, g/ also get voiced.
inat + -iq inadiq

Vowel levelling

Vowel levelling is probably the most common sound change that can happen when a
suffix is added (or removed). It generally operates by raising or lowering mid and
closed vowels to harmonise with the vowel in the syllable directly after.

V[+close] > V[+mid]/ _.V[+mid]

V[+mid] > V[+close]/ _.V[+close]
This is further helped by some synchronically inactive changes (they are active in
those forms where they have historically happened, but do not influence new words).

e,0>i,u/C"VC_, (C)#, _C"VC

1,{0G,8}>¢&,06/ _#

e,o >i,u/ #
In practice, this just means that final vowel of a stem matches a vowel found in a
suffix in its height.

des + -i dezi dizi

mik + -q6 mikqo mekqo
Change is usually from mid to closed, and very rarely vice versa.
It often happens that the change is reversed by further addition of suffixes:
diiniit + -a de:né:ﬁa
Vowel levelling happens after all other changes.

ROMANISATION

Tables of consonants and vowels with romanisations are given here:

Bilabial Alveolar | Postalveolar | Palatal Velar Guttural
Nasals m n f
Plosives bp dt ¢ k/jk kg
Fricatives v f zs S h/jh h
Vibrants r




Approximants I j ¢
Front Back
Closed i u
Mid e o]
Open a

Some additional comments are warranted.

Palatal plosive and fricative are romanised as {k, h} as they almost never contrast
with them. In those few situations where they do, they are marked as {jk, jh}.

Vowels are spelled with a macron when long (3, €, G...), and with a tilde when
nasalised (&, &, Q...).

Place of base high tones is marked with an underdot in dictionary forms of nouns and
in base forms of suffixes. Here, they will only be marked in suffixes in order to reduce
the number of diacritics.

WORD STRUCTURE

Farum lexical words are structured in a way specific to Mu languages in general.
Every noun or verb consists of a stem with derivation affixes, a conventional ending
and a series of grammatical affixes (almost all of which are suffixes).
For example,
danubdatelantin ‘of the progress’
danub-dat-ela-n-tin
walk-manner-noun-GEN-DEF.INANIM.GEN
has a stem danub-, derivational suffix dat-, conventional nominal suffix ela- and some
grammatical suffixes.
Conventional endings are a series of suffixes found on almost all nouns and verbs
except of some loanwords and very common native words. They are to some extant
derivational as they can change meanings and they determine if a word is a noun or
a verb.

Tnib én-ib ‘muscle’
Tmbud én-bué ‘dinner’
én én-g ‘meat’

All three of these words have the same stem, but different conventional endings
which change their meanings. However, because they are extremely common,
conventional endings do not only act as methods of derivation, but are almost
integral to a noun or a verb, influencing their declension or conjugation. A word with
no conventional endings is seen as having a zero-ending.

Following conventional endings, come grammatical suffixes which are somewhat
agglutinative and follows certain order in both nouns and verbs:



STEM convention | deminutive | case article + clitics
case
(future) STEM passive negative tense

In following chapters, grammatical affixes found in these word classes will be
discussed.

NOUNS

Nouns in Farum distinguish three genders: masculine, feminine and neuter. Other
than that, they are inflected for one of three cases (nominative, accusative and
genitive), definitness and specificity. Various postpositions can be argued to expand
the case system as will be shown in an appropriate chapter.

Nouns also have a distinct diminutive form and add various clitics.

GENDER

Gender system of Farum is a continuation of the original system found in all Island
languages with a split between inanimate and animate nouns. This is not the truest
gender system as the distinction is only reflected in pronouns (where there was also
a specific form for female humans), but contact with more heavily gendered Kuci
language has influenced the system in Mu languages.

Farum therefore has three genders: masculine, feminine and neuter. They
distribution is, however, semantically motivated.

Feminine gender is the most narrowly defined one. It includes female people and
animals (base forms are generally masculine, but not always), names of all plants
(except of some older monosyllabic nouns, which are neuter, and flowers, which are
masculine) as well as fruits, crops and general edible plant products. Finally, this
gender includes soil and earth, as well as all the waters. The last two categories are
semantically the weakest and there are certain irregularities in that which nouns are
included in the feminine gender, and which are neuter.

Masculine gender is also quiten restricted. It includes male people and all things
classified as living that are not feminine. This is a remnant of its original function as a
general animate gender.

Finally, neuter nouns cover all other semantic fields. It is the most general and the
most open gender in the language.

Gender of nouns is visible in articles, pronouns and adjective inflection.

Very few nouns have multiple possible genders or can change their gender to reflect
different meanings.



DECLENSIONS

Nouns have three cases: nominative, accusative and genitive.
Nominative is generally used to mark subjects of intransitive and agents of transitive
verbs.
Accusative solely marks patients of transitive verbs, but it can also be used to mark
time of an event with nouns showing periods of time.
Nominative and accusative are sometimes mixed in practice as their distinction is
fading away in some dialects. Not to mention they are always conflated in plural.
Genitive is an oblique case responsible for all other roles in a sentence. It is used
with all postpositions, as well as patient of some verbs (frequently replaced by a
postposition in this use). Its original role as a marker of possessors is today usually
replaced by a postposition, but it is still used on its own for certain constructions (for
example, it is often used with feelings, with descriptive possession or in subordinate
clauses with infinitives) and with pronouns. Other than these rarer uses without a
postposition, it is very much a postpositional form of nouns.
Nouns inflect for cases via suffixes. Nominative is formed with a disfix removing the
final vowel of a stem. Accusative has no ending: it is the base form of a noun.
Genitive is formed with a sufix -n, while plural cases use -r and -I.
Oftentimes, nominative form is quite disconnected from the base form as found in
accusative. Usually, changes taking place are of the following shape:

NOM ...C1V1C2 izir

ACC ...C1C2V2 isri
Sometimes it just means addition of a vowel (mam, mama), but there can also be
further sound changes (Sunab, Siiba).
Thankfully, one does not need to remember every noun’s nominative and base form
separately as most nouns have conventional suffixes which always change
predictably.

NOM taklal dallal nélal

ACC takla dalla néla
Full declension table looks like this:

Singular Plural

Nominative // Nominative

Accusative -0 Accusative -r

Genitive -n Genitive -|

Here are some examples of nouns suffixed with different conventional endings or
with zero suffix as a conventional ending.

Singular Plural

Nominative bajab Nominative

bubar

10



Accusative bdba Accusative
Genitive bdban Genitive babal
Singular Plural
Nominative havil Nominative
Accusative hovéla Accusative hovélar
Genitive hovelan Genitive hoveélal
Singular Plural
Nominative Sunab Nominative
Accusative Stba Accusative Stbar
Genitive Stban Genitive Sdbal

There are some nouns with irregular case endings, usually only some additional
changes to a stem even with conventional endings, but application of genitive
singular and all plural endings is regular.

Nouns with an ending -és have irregular genitive plural.

Singular Plural
Nominative mames Nominative
Accusative mamizi Accusative mamizir
Genitive mamizin Genitive mameézel
ARTICLES

Nouns in Farum inflect with three different sets of articles. Definitness is expressed
by a set of suffixes. It is not added to personal names or family members, but it does
come with demonstratives and in possession (outside of family).
Indefinitness is, however, split between two sets of words.
On one hand, indefinite unspecific article is a verb niga ‘to be any’ which shortens to
ni- when used attributively. Specific indefinite article is historically ta ‘one’ inflected
with what is now the definite article. It can come on any side of a noun, but it is more
and more often put at the end.

A house is on fire. (one of houses in our neighbourhood: specific)

Tat mattan untob. / Mattan tat untob.

SPEC.NEU.NOM house be on_fire/

house SPEC.NEU.NOM be_on_fire

A house can catch fire. (any house in general: unspecific)
Untobiq 6 ni¢a mattanis.

11



be on_fire-INF be be _any.NEU house-GEN.LOC
Specific indefinite article is given here:

Masculine Neuter Feminine
Nominative
Accusative ta tat taba
Genitive tan tantin taban

Definitness is marked on a noun itself with somewhat more complex article endings.
Both noun and article are inflected for case, but generally only nouns change based
on number, except with neuter forms.

Masculine Singular Plural
Nominative -a -a
Accusative -a -a
Genitive -an -an
Neuter Singular Plural
Nominative -at -at
Accusative -t -at
Genitive -tin -tin
Feminine Singular Plural
Nominative -ba -ba
Accusative -ba -ba
Genitive -ban -ban

Masculine and neuter articles cause final vowel deletion or insertion of
hiatus-breaking /j/ and /v/. Which one is going to happen is somewhat unpredictable.
Masculine nominative causes insertion, but in accusative the stem vowel is deleted.
Similarly, in neuter nominative usually causes insertion (for example, gé > gévat
‘thing’), but rarely deletion is also present (n6 > n6t ‘grass’). Nouns with conventional
endings stick to these rules, but other nouns might break them.

Neuter accusative causes no vowel changes except that if a noun ends in /a/, it will
lengthen.

Here are some examples:

Masculine Singular Plural
Nominative aha ahira
Accusative aha ahira

12



Genitive ahinan ahilan

Neuter Singular Plural
Nominative ol¢avat ol¢arat
Accusative olcéat olGarat
Genitive ol¢antin ol¢altin

Feminine Singular Plural
Nominative Casba Cazirba
Accusative Gaziba Cazirba
Genitive Cazinban Cazilban

POSTPOSITIONS

Farum has many postpositions all of which use the genitive case. Here, only those
which cause changes to nouns will be discussed.
In general, line between postpositions and case markers is hard to draw, but it can be
arbitrarily decided that case markers in Farum cannot use another case marker as
their base and cannot be stressed as an independent word. This excludes most
postpositions as they all use genitive marker on nouns and can be emphasised by
stress. However, some postpositions have ellided the genitive ending and rarely
therefore distinguish between ellided form (which cannot receive independent stress)
and an independent form (which does not ellide and which does take stress).

in (a) ship

gobtanin sé

ship-GEN inside(EMPH)

in (a) ship
gobtanis
ship-GEN.LOC
These elliding postpositions are $€, buh, ho and fi.
Out of these, the most complex set of rules relates to Sé:
article ellision
masculine: -an sé > -0s
neuter: -tin $& > -tus
feminine: -ban e > -bas
pronoun ellision
2nd person: uqun $S€ > vos
general ellision
-Vn Sé > -V[+nasalised]s
kawin €& > kawis

13



Tqubun $é > Tqubis
General ellision also happens to all other pronouns regularly.
Postpositions buh and ho simply cause general ellision in all cases, but don’t change
their own shape.
Postposition fi also causes general ellision, but loses its own nasalisation to become
simply fI.
No changes are present in plural, only singular.

OTHER FORMS & COMBINATIONS

There are two more forms important for nouns in general. These are diminutive
ending and topic clitic. There are some other clitics in the language, but this is the
only one that has a very prominent grammatical lore.

Diminutive is formed by the suffix -i coming after conventional suffixes. It does not
inflect for case or number. Articles following it show case marking, however
nominative and accusative articles are never added in singular.

It is used quite commonly with its base meaning, that is to indicate smallness, lack of
danger, perhaps even in a pejorative sense. It is also used as a marker of closeness,
practically required with names and titles of one’s own family members and often
used amongst friends and when talking to children.

‘dear child’ Singular Plural
Nominative ahi ahija
Accusative ahi ahija

Genitive ahijan ahijan

With masculine article, insertion is irregular using /j/ instead of /v/. The same goes for
neuter nominative and plural forms.
Topic marker -ma is added to the end of a noun complex and is used to mark topic,
that is a theme of a sentence.

As for my muscles, they are quite small.

Nen Tniburat-ma gava mik3;j.

1st.SG.GEN muscle-PL-DEF.NEU.NOM=TOP very be_small-PRES
It is very important in forming relative clauses.

PRONOUNS

Farum splits its pronoun system into three major categories: personal, demonstrative
and other pronouns. The main distinction between personal and other pronouns is
their ability do cliticise. Demonstrative pronouns are the only one that can be used
attributively.

14



PERSONAL PRONOUNS

There is quite a complex system of personal pronouns. There is a politeness
distinction in second person and clusivity distinciton in first person.
All personal pronouns have an additional instrumental form. It is solely used to
indicate agents in passive sentences.

The foolish man was silenced by (them) people.

Téettob fova Subnié o€ qovab.

be foolish man-DEF.NOM silence~PASS-PERF 3.pl.MASC.INSTR people
Many plural pronouns derive from their singular counterparts by regular affixation,
only real exceptions being first person plural exclusive and third person masculine
forms.
Declensions of most pronouns are also quite uniform following these scheme:

Singular Plural
Nominative CV: CVr
Accusative CV: CVr
Genitive CVn CVvi
Instrumental CV¢ CVve

Only exceptions are second person singular non-polite and first person plural
exclusive forms.
It should also be noted that no pronouns distinguish nominative and accusative.

Singular 1st 2nd non-polite | 2nd polite
Nominative
Accusative née oq a
Genitive nen uqun an/an
Instrumental nec uquc ac/ac
Plural 1st inclusive | 1st exclusive |2nd non-polite 2nd polite
Nominative
Accusative ner KT uqur ar
Genitive nel kin uqul al
Instrumental nec ki¢ uquc aC
Singular 3rd masc. 3rd fem. 3rd neu.
Nominative
Accusative Ca me g0

15



Genitive Gan men gon
Instrumental Cac mec¢ goC
Plural 3rd masc. 3rd fem. 3rd neu.
Nominative
Accusative o) mer gor
Genitive Con mel gol
Instrumental CoC mec goc

Second person singular polite form sometimes analogically loses its long vowel in
genitive and instrumental as in other pronouns.

Other than their full forms, pronouns also have special clitic forms, usually only in
nominative and accusative, but some have a genitive form, too. These are used
when they are not emphasised, but the exact rules will be discussed in sections
about Syntax.

Singular 1st 2nd non-polite 2nd polite
Nominative n o/q
Accusative ne o/ ojk a
Plural 1st exclusive |2nd non-polite
Nominative %]
Accusative ki uqr
Singular 3rd masc. 3rd fem. 3rd neu.
Nominative ¢ m b
Accusative Ca me VO
Plural 3rd masc. 3rd neu.
Nominative ¢ é
Accusative Co él/é

Second person singular non-polite pronoun also has a special clitic genitiv ugn.
These forms never come on their own; they are used after the first word of a
sentence as clitics.

| told it to him many times.

Emas-Ca-vo-n gava ququr tatfic.

and=3.sg.MASC.ACC=3.sg.NEU.ACC=1.sg.NOM many time-PL say-PERF

16



DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS

Demonstrative pronouns are the only category of words used attributively that inflect
for gender, case and number of governing nouns. That said, the way modern system
arose is quite evident in their modern forms: feminine singular and plural derive from
masculine forms with article endings. Similarly, masculine and neuter plural inflection

is often emphasised by addition of article endings.
Proximal (anaphoric) forms are as follows:

Singular masc. neu. fem.
Nominative
Accusative na not naba
Genitive nan nutin nanban
Plural masc. neu. fem.
Nominative
Accusative | nar/narad |nutir/ nutirat narba
Genitive nal / nalan | nutil / nutiltin nalban
Distal (and cataphoric) forms are given below:
Singular masc. neu. fem
Nominative
Accusative a at aba
Genitive an atin anban
Plural masc. neu. fem
Nominative
Accusative ar/ ara atir / atirat arba
Genitive al / alan atil / atiltin alban
OTHER PRONOUNS

Finally, Farum distinguishes two interrogative pronouns making a distinction between
human (masculine concord) and non-human (neuter concord) pronouns.

who what
eCal /
Nominative eba él
eCala/
Accusative eba eCla/ éla
Genitive eban eGalan/

17




eClan / élan

Non-human pronoun has two possible forms: efal, whose accusative is either efala
or e{la, or &/, whose accusative is always éla.
There are also indefinite pronouns formed by a verb niga ‘to be any’ which is also
used as an indefinite article.

| could eat whatever.

Ni¢a e€la nabciq 0 nés.

be_any-NEU what-ACC eat-INF be 1.sg.GEN.LOC
Negative forms use a special word id& ‘not one’ used only as an attribute.

From the hill he saw no one.

Fitgantin tuh ida eba kobiqo.

hilFGEN-DEF.NEU.GEN from not_one who-ACC see-NEG-IMPRF
A reflexive pronoun should also be mentioned here with clitic forms in brackets.

reflexive

Nominative /!

Accusative fibu (f7)
Genitive fibun (f7)

NUMBERS

As all Mu languages, Farum changed its original twelve-base system to a more
common ten base. There are some remnants of this change in formation of more
complex numbers.

Form Numeral
ta 1
e

na

or

mat

olt
da
eq

éqta

Ol | N[O W[DN

-
o

Q
35
RN
N
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adul 12
éqta na 13
éqta vur 14
éqgta mat 15
éqta dl 16
éqta Olt 17

nal 18
éqta 1q 19

1Gi 20

Ci ta 21
najéqta 30
or éqta 40

Sukrun 100
sal 1000

First twelve numbers have their own forms (with ‘ten’ seemingly deriving from ‘nine +
one’). Addition is achieved by putting a number on a right side of a bigger one (as is
demonstrated by example between 10 and 20), multiplication by adding it to the left
side (examples being 30, 40).
Number four becomes vur after other numbers, but its usual form is or. Similarly,
number nine turns from éq to 1q. Exceptional forms are eleven (an), twelve (adul),
eighteen (nal), twenty (i¥/) and thirty (najéqta).
Ordinal numbers use suffix -0lan (with insertion to break hiatus).

This is a second time he will not come.

Dazac efolan ququ-ma ¢a emasbih.

already two-ORD time=TOP 3.sg.MASC.NOM come-NEG-FUT

VERBS

Farum verbs are conjugated for tense, polarity, voice and infinitive forms.

As nouns, they also tende to end in conventional endings, albeit less often. These
verbs often have unique inflection in certain categories.

It is important to note that, unlike nouns which always have one form in nominative
and one in all other categories, in verbs the base form (corresponding to present
tense) is also used with all suffixes beginning in a consonant with another stem used
for vowel-initial suffixes.

Present tatfin- hav-(aj) mataqg-(aj) €zan-
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Imperfect

tatfin-qo

hav-qo

mataqg-qo

&zan-qo

Future

tatn-ah

havu-h

matqg-ah

ézn-ah

The two stems are referred to as present and non-present stem.

In infinitive, two stems change between nominative nad accusative, with non-present
stem in nominative and present stem in all other forms.

Present tatfin- hav-(gj) mataqg-(aj) €zan-
Nominative tatn-iq hav(u)-iq matqg-iq €zn-iq
Accusative tatfin-qa hav-ga mataqg-qa €zan-qa

Two verbs should be mentioned as exceptional: verb fagbaj ‘to combine, to bind, to
tie’ which uses non-present stem in present, and duhfaj ‘to sleep’ with special stem in
present (duhf-), and a different one for all other forms (duh@-). There are a few of
other verbs following this same pattern, but they are very rare.

TENSE & ASPECT

Tense and aspect are connected in Farum. There are three tenses: present
(indicating present actions or general truths), future (showing future actions) and past
tense (relating to past happenings and states).

| love you.

Qatob-o-n.

love=2.sg.ACC=1.sg.NOM

| used to love you.
Qatobgo-o-n.
love-IMPRF=2.s9.ACC=1.sg.NOM

| will love you.

Qatobah-o-n.

love-FUT=2.sg. ACC=1.sg.NOM
Perfect and imperfect forms are distinguished in past tense, but these aspectual
distinctions can also appear in future and present tense through compounding.
Perfect past indicates a telic action in past. It can be an action that was stopped or
done to completion, but due to presence of another aspectual distinction the
implication of stopping or, simply, lack of completion is often seen. Length of the
action is not of importance, but this aspect cannot be used with temporal markers
that indicate duration.
It is formed by suffix -€ to verbs whose stems end in vowels (with additional
nasalisation), but on consonant-ending stems suffix is -e€ unless that consonant is a
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nasal, in which case it is lost with nasalisation of the preceding vowel. Despite its
form, this suffix uses second, that is, non-present stem.

She ate it yesterday.

Dénak-vo-m nabcec.

yesterday=3.sg.INANIM.ACC=3.sg.FEM.NOM eat-PERF
On the other hand, imperfect marks actions that lasted for a longer period of time in
past (often with temporal markers) or an atelic past action, perhaps a one that was
happening as a background action of another action (for compound tense usually
used in this situation see below) or simply an action a speaker desires to describe as
lengthy, durative or stative (progressive meaning is generally covered by
compounding).
Imperfect uses suffix -qo.

She was eating it yesterday.

Déenak-vo-m nabucqgo.

yesterday=3.sg.INANIM.ACC=3.sg.FEM.NOM eat-IMPERF

She used to dance a lot.

Ade€ 3arsarvenqo.

a_lot dance-IMPRF
Furthermore, Farum has two more aspects: inchoative and terminative. In their base
form, inchoative describes actions that are just starting or are about to begin.
Inchoative is formed with suffix -zat which causes nasalisation of the final vowel
when suffixed to words ending in nasals.

| am about to combust, help me!

Uvizat, bar!

be on_fire-INC help-IMP
Terminative marks events that have just occurred. They can be expanded through
compound tenses, even though the base terminative form is already a compound of
a special terminative form and verb ‘to be small’.

Where is he? | have just heard him talk.

E sitqi$ 67 Tatfinga-n havugad mik.

QUEST where be speak-INF-ACC=1.sg.NOM hear-TERM be_small
Present and future in their base forms have no aspectual distinctions on their own.
Present uses no ending except that in almost all verbs without a conventional ending
(and rarely in those which do have it) there is suffix -3j.
Future uses suffix -ah and in some common verbs there is also prefix uC- which
changes its form based on the following sound:

Sounds Final result Example
£, s,§,¢ kt sU > uhtdniah
k, h hk havtob > uhkdvtobah
h % hadgaq > uvadqaqgah
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%] q avukin > agavokenah?
r,g, ¢, N br, fn, d¢, d Caqgbaj > udGagvah
N dN nabu¢ > udnabcah
b, d bb, bd dad > ubdadah
b db bintunaj > udbentonah

As one can see, there are many possible exceptions.

IMPERATIVE

Imperative is used to give commands, but it can also be used in lighter requests as it
is not very strong in its meaning (it tends to be intensified by clitics).
It is formed via suffix -ta/-da for transitive verbs and no suffix for the intransitive ones.
Sit down and eat dinner!
Tavor &$ tat imbuci nabucta!
tavor-@ és ta-t imbuci-@ nabuc-ta
sit_ down-IMP and SPEC.NEU.ACC dinner-ACC eat-IMP
Imperative of verbs with the suffix -§j is formed by removing it from the stem.

NEGATION

Farum marks negation on the verb itself by different suffixes.

| don’t like what you’re saying.

Uqun tatfingan eGal nen tandqub aduda.

2.5g.GEN say-INF-GEN what.NOM 1.sg.GEN thought.in run-NEG.PRES
Most forms use -i to negate, but present has its own negation -ta, as do imperfect
(-danac) and imperative (-ki with nasalisation).

Form Tense Meaning
abih future | will not stand
Obeda present | am not standing
Oobedanac imperfect | did not stand
abic perfect | did not stand up
| am not about to stand
Obizat inchoative up
Obeqgad mikta terminative | have not just stood up
obiki imperative do not stand

2 |t also causes LH melody in the first foot.
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Negation can be emphasised by proclitics such as ida ‘not one’ (for transitive verbs,
put in front of the main verb, not to be confused with ida marking negative nouns and
pronouns) or ida hafi§i ‘not one step’, ida emasi§i ‘not one stroke’ and similar
constructions with verbs of human movement on land or in water. Similar
constructions are used for other verbs of motion.

Don’t you move one step!

Ida hafiCi babaraki!

not_one step-ACC move-NEG.IMP

VOICE

Farum has two voices: active and passive expressed morphologically.
Passive is used to promote patients into the position of a subject while the agent of
that sentence gets omitted or retrieved using instrumental case.
It is often used to form general truths and therefore rarely sees use outside of
present, perfect (usually past frequentative construction) and imperfect.
Formation of passive is rather complicated. Basically, it includes copying the last
vowel-consonant sequence, but if a verb ends in consonant-vowel sequence, then it
is copied and the consonant is repeated. There is a certain degree of freedom in its
formation as reduplication is sometimes changed ad-hoc.
It uses the present stem as a basis for reduplication, but the stem itself is reduced to
non-present.

| was lied to.

Nébnic né.

lie~PASS-PERF 1.sg.NOM
Let us consider the formation of the verb in the last sentence: nébnic€ is a form of the
verb névin ‘to lie. It is firstly reduplicated to *névinin, then the stem is replaced with
the non-present one *nébnin. Afterwards, suffix -€ is added, but it causes nasalisation
of the last vowel and loss of final /n/: nébni¢. Compare this form with active perfect
névic.
Coincidentally, negative active perfect has the same form: nébnic¢ (nébn-i-¢, as
opposed to nébni¢ < nébn-in-€), while negative passive is nébnini¢ (n€bn-in-i-¢), but
this rarely causes trouble in communication.
Reflexive used to be a special form in Mu-languages, but today they usually use
reflexive pronouns.

| wash myself, he stinks, | do not!

Fibun tuh né mumas, ¢a cucunt, né 1da cucunta!

REFL-GEN out 1.sg.NOM wash 3.sg.MASC.NOM stink 1.sg.NOM not_one

stink-NEG.PRES

3 In Farum, this is a transitive verb.
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INFINITIVES

Infinitives are going to be described in terms of their function in the section about
syntax. Here, only their formation is going to be considered.
There are three infinitives marking actions that happen in the same time as a verb in
a main clause or are generally true (present infinitive), action that happen before
(past infinitive) or after (future infinitive).
Present infinitive uses suffix -iq (and non-present) in nominative, but -ga- (and the
present stem) in other cases.

| heard him talk to you.

Can-méa-o-n tatfinga havic.

3.sg.MASC.NOM=TOP=2.sg.ACC=1.sg.NOM talk-INF-ACC hear-PERF
Past infinitive adds suffix -za¢ (-zaca-) to present stem. It causes loss of final nasals
and nasalisation of preceding vowels.

It's the man who ate my bird meat!

Nen tat salbu€a fo-ma kabnad éz&zaca o Ca!

1.sg.GEN SPEC.NEU.ACC bird_meat-ACC man=TOP steal

take-INF.PST-ACC-DEF.MASC-ACC be 3.sg.MASC.NOM
Future infinitive is made by putting the main verb into a special future infinitive form
ending in -qafi or, in a shortened form, -qaf and using an auxiliary verb ‘to be’ in its
present infinitive after it.

| dreamt we’ll meet.

Nel-fi-n kobegafl 6ga Sunurec.

1.plinc. NOM=REFL.ACC=1.sg.NOM see-FUT.INF be-INF-ACC dream-PERF
Future infinitive is formed the same as the present infinitive, just with the future prefix
on verbs that usually form future in such a manner.
Negative infinitives are made with a special construction shown in the section about
compound tenses.

COMPOUND TENSES

Farum array of compound tenses is quite big. They tend to be formed using verbs ‘to
be’, ‘to stand’ and a form néq.
For these purposes, here is the completely irregular conjugation of the verb ‘to be’.

Positive Negative Tense
goh ovih / gotah future
o] Ota present
0qo odanac imperfect
ovac ovizac perfect
Ozat ovizat inchoative
o0gad mik ovigad mik terminative
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0 Oki imperative
dqg, 0ga- 0gan néq infinitive present
0zac, 6zaca- 0zacan néq infinitive past
aqgafl tq / Ggaf tq dgafl 6gan néq infinitive future

Negative future can be formed regularly or irregularly.
Firstly, terminative is formed from a special form of a verb with auxiliary verb ‘to be
small’. It distinguishes all tenses.

Form Tense Meaning
tagbegad mikah future | will have just hunted
tagbegad mik present | have just hunted
tagbeqad mikqo imperfect | was finishing hunting
tagbegad mikec perfect | had just hunted
| am about to stop
tagbegad miksat inchoative hunting
tagbegad mikgad mik terminative | stopped hunting

Terminative terminative present (the last form) is used relatively often despite its
form. Inchoative terminative has all possible compound forms as will be
demonstrated below.

Inchoative uses infinitives with inchoative form of the verb ‘to be’.

Form Tense Meaning
| will start hunting,
tagbegaf 0zat future | will be about to hunt
| am starting to hunt,
tagbiq 0zat present | am going to hunt
tagbezac ozat past | was about to hunt

| will be about to stop
tagbegad mikqaf ozat terminative future hunting

| am now going to finish
tagbegad mikiq 6zat terminative present hunting

| was about to stop
tagbegad miksac 6zat terminative past hunting

Forms of infinitive present can be combined with different forms of the verb ‘to be’ to
achieve different meanings. In present, this forms progressive. The same is true for
imperfect, but here the progressive form is generally used for background actions,
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that is actions that are used to introduce another action that is actually in focus.
Finally, it can be combined with perfect to form past frequentative.
Future progressive can be formed, but it is generally replaced by plain future tense.

Form Tense Meaning
tagbiq goh future | will be hunting
tagbiq 0 present | am hunting right now
tagbiq 6qo imperfect As | was hunting...
tagbiq ovac perfect | used to hunt

Finally, negative infinitives don’t use the usual negative suffix -i, but instead a special
negative verb néq (accusative néga-) which causes the original verb to go into
genitive form of its infinitive (in whichever tense).

Form Tense Meaning
tagbeqaf Ggan néq future ...me going to hunt
tagbeqgan néq present ...me hunting
tagbezacan néq past ...me having hunted

ADJECTIVES

All adjectives are verbs. Technically, all verbs in Farum can be used attributively, but
non-stative ones are rarely used so. Most adjective-like verbs have conventional
endings -tob and -int, but not all of them.

As all adjectives are verbs, they can be used predicativelly with all usual verbal
morphology or attributively with adjectival morphology (really, this is also verbal
morphology). In this position, they inflect for gender and number of nouns that follow
them and use their non-present forms.

Gender Singular Plural
masculine -0 -(r)

neuter -Ca -Car
feminine -m(i) -mir

In masculine plural, -r only surfaces after vowels, otherwise its unmarked. Feminine

singular is -m after vowels and -mi after consonants.

| see a warm sea.

Obdoqca tat sa-ma kobe.
be warm-NEU SPEC.NEU.ACC sea-ACC=TOP see

| see a woman who is running.
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Adum taba mari-ma kobe.

run-FEM SPEC.FEM.ACC woman-ACC=TOP see
To form future and past tenses in attributive position, infinitives are used with
attributive forms of the verb ‘to be’.

| see the woman who ran a lot yesterday.

Dénak adeS aduza¢ 6m mariba-ma kobe.

yesterday a_lot run-INF.PST be-FEM woman-ACC-DEF.FEM.ACC=TOP see
Future usually simply uses present infinitive and not future infinitive plus another
copula.

SYNTAX

As most languages in the Mu-branch, Farum is a consistently head-final language
where nominal attributes precede nouns, postpositions follow them and verbs
generally end a sentence.

NOMINAL SYNTAGMS

Generally, nouns are preceded by articles, demonstrative pronouns and numbers.
a house
tat mattan
INDEF.SPEC.NEU.NOM house

that house
at mattanat
DIS.NEU.NOM house-DEF.NEU.NOM

the three houses

na mattanirat

three house-PL-DEF.NEU.NOM
Adjectives, that is attributively-used verbs, come before nouns.

the silent animals

Subtoncar tohaqurat

be_silent-NEU-PL animal-PL-DEF.NEU.NOM
However, if there is also an article or a pronoun coming before a noun, it can either
be preceded or followed by adjectives.

a silent house

Subtonc¢a ni¢a mattan / ni¢a Subton€a mattan

be_silent-NEU be_any-NEU house / be_any-NEU be_silent-NEU house
Possessors expressed by genitive or postposition buh also precede nouns.

my father’s birthhouse

nen ¢eCban ahimattanat

1.s9.GEN father-GEN child-GEN-house-DEF.NEU.NOM

27



They are separated by nouns attributes.
my father’s birthhouse on the top of the hill
nen ¢ecCban fitqantin di€qas ahimattanat
1.s9.GEN father-GEN hill-GEN-DEF.NEU.GEN top-GEN.LOC
child-GEN-house-DEF.NEU.NOM

SIMPLE SENTENCES

Farum usually follows subject - object - verb word order, however a more appropriate
way of thinking about it is topic - comment order, that is, topic of a sentence is always
fronted except when its the verb itself, in which case topicalisation is only achieved
by intonation.

The cow saw a mouse. (The cow was the one who saw a mouse.)

GCasba-ma nica nibqu kobéc.

cow.DEF.FEM.NOM=TOP be_any.NEU mouse-ACC see-PERF

The cow saw a mouse. (It was a mouse that the cow saw.)
Ni¢a nibqu-ma Casba kobéc.
be_any.NEU mouse-ACC=TOP cow-DEF.FEM.NOM see-PERF
In general, even though any topic can be fronted, SOV order is rarely broken despite
presence of case marking and other signifiers of grammatical roles within a sentence.
The cow saw a mouse. (It was a mouse that the cow saw).
Gasba ni¢a nibqu-ma kobéc.
cow-DEF.FEM.NOM be_any.NEU mouse-ACC=TOP see-PERF
It is a common practice to put adverbial phrases after a subject or, alternatively, at
the end of a sentence. Adverbial phrases are commonly fronted when in focus.
She lives in a house.
Tantin mattanis-ma-m tohaq.
INDEF.SPEC.NEU.GEN house-GEN.LOC=TOP=3.sg.FEM.NOM live
It is very common practice to direct objects after verbs when they are completely
deemphasised (usually only inanimate nouns). In this type of a sentence, adding
personal pronouns is also common despite the object still being present.
| ate the bird, but then he wanted more of it. | gave it to him, the bird that is.
Sal¢it nab&ec, babran ¢as gadini $€jiq 6ga 0zat. Dazale¢-Ca-vo-n salcit.
bird_meat-ACC-DEF.NEU.ACC eat-PERF suddenly 3.sg.MASC.GEN.LOC
more.NEU-ACC wish be-INF-ACC be-INCH
give-PERF=3.sg.MASC.ACC=3.sg.NEU.ACC=1.sg.NOM
bird_meat-ACC-DEF.NEU.ACC
Questions are marked by intonation more than any specific word order, but adding
topic clitic to the verb itself is sometimes used.
A very characteristic formulation is found in more colloquial and lower-class speech
where yes-no questions are formed by repeating a verb in so-called “simple” negative
form, that is negative without a tense suffix.
Will you be guarding the rock? (Or not?)
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Tadgat egbeq goh ovi?

stone-ACC-DEF.NEU.ACC guard-INF be.FUT be-NEG
It is increasingly common to always use ovi at the end regardless of a real verb in the
sentence.
Question particles fill the gaps in a sentence.

What were you doing on my island?

Nen nadaqizintus$ e€la najqo?

1.s9.GEN island-GEN-DEF.NEU.GEN.LOC what-ACC do-IMPRF

CLITICS

Farum conforms to Wackernagel’s rule that all clitics must follow the first stressed
word of a sentence. This means that clitics often break off established syntagms.

My long-lost shadows appear and disappear (don’t you know).

Nen-di¢ adeS$ niktuncar mahalelar tohniqg nikniq 0.

1.sg.GEN=QUEST a_lot disappear-NEU-PL shadow-INDEF.PL

appear-PRES.INF.NOM disappear-PRES.INF.NOM be.PRES
Clitics come in an established order which is as follows in simple sentences:

WORD -- indirect object -- direct object -- subject -- sentence clitics

After each of these, topic clitic can come.

It was to me that he sent them.

Datké¢-ne-ma-é-q.

send-PERF=1.sg. ACC=TOP=3.pl.NEU.ACC=3.sg.MASC.NOM
This differs from emphasis in which case a clitic pronoun is replaced by a full form.

| was the one who he sent them to.

Datkéc-é-¢ né-fi-ma.

sent-PERF=3.pl.NEU.ACC=3.sg.MASC.NOM 1.sg.GEN=toward=TOP
Subject pronoun can only be added if the last clitic ends in a vowel, otherwise either
the subject pronoun’s full form is used, or it is completely omitted. It is, however,
against the rules to omit it if it can be added as a clitic.
Second person singular always adds subject clitic (unless it's emphasised) since it
has a form ending in a vowel.

He sent it.

Datkéc-vo-ma-G.

send-PERF=3.sg.NEU.ACC=TOP=3.sg.MASC.NOM

He sent a letter.

Datkéc (Fa) tat istiSkus-ma.

send-PERF 3.sg.MASC.NOM INDEF.SPEC.NEU.ACC letter=TOP
He was sending a letter.

Datkenqo-¢ tat istiSkus-ma.
send-IMPERF=3.sg.MASC.NOM INDEF.SPEC.NEU.ACC letter=TOP
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As will be discussed in a section about relative clauses, subject is expressed by
genitive case there and it comes before the subject of the entire sentence in that
case.

| will eat the one (man) you love, too.

Nat-Ca-ma-ugn-ah né gatobiga udnabcah.

and=3.sg.MASC.ACC=TOP=2.sg.GEN=even 1.sg.NOM

love-INF.PRES-DEF.NEU.ACC FUT>eat<FUT
It common speech, it is very common to start a discourse with words €S ‘and’ and e¢
‘or, but, however’ with all the clitics following to avoid breaking syntagms.

It was to me that he sent them.

E$-ne-ma-&-C datkéc.

and=3.sg.NEU.ACC=TOP=3.sg.MASC.NOM send-PERF

MOODS

Farum uses nouns to show relations that are usually indicated by modal verbs in
English. These nouns are usually abstract in nature and many of them are only used
in these constructions.
Nouns are usually in locative or some special form while agents are put into genitive
in front of them. Most of these use copula combined with either a noun in nominative
or a pronoun what in nominative with a relative clause in genitive (a construction
archaic outside of this use).

| want what you own.

Uqun oktebdinaqigan eGal nen ali¢is O.

2.s9.GEN own-INF.PRES-GEN what-NOM 1.sg.GEN wish-GEN.LOC be
An interesting construction is ‘to like’ using a special noun form tandqub ‘in a thought’
and a verb adu ‘to run’.

COMPLEX SENTENCES

Relative clauses in Farum come in many different forms.
Attributive clauses have already been explained in the verb section: verb simply
receives gender inflection and is put in front of a noun. This form has no marking for
aspect, but can receive rudimentary tense marking.
There is an archaic way of forming relative clauses where a head is not also a
subject or an agent of the clause. This is achieved by putting the infinitive of a verb in
genitive.

a house | bought

ddlel nen ézazacan tat mattan

money.INSTR 1.sg.GEN buy-INF.PRES-GEN INDEF.SPEC.NEU.NOM house
Today it is a more common strategy to simply use nominative with a resumptive
pronoun.

a house | bought

ddlél-vo nen éz&zac tat mattan
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money.INSTR=3.sg.NEU.ACC 1.sg.GEN buy-INF.PRES

INDEF.SPEC.NEU.NOM house
This strategy is used very often today and can form a clause with a noun filling any
role in the main clause.

| found great sorrow in words which you spoke to me with.

AdeC Kini¢ uqun-ne gol ad tatfizad tatélaltin ad.

very become_sad-PERF 2.sg.GEN=1.sg.ACC 3.pl.NEU.GEN because

say-INF.PAST word-PL-DEF.NEU.GEN because
The word in the main clause usually, but not necessarily, uses a topic clitic.

My man (husband) who | lied to is very angry.

Nen nevizac¢ fova-méa ontob.

1.59.GEN lie-INF.PAST man-DEF.NOM=TOP be_angry
However, with nouns acting as subjects or direct objects in the main clause, it is
equally common to use internally headed relative clauses. These constructions have
a further restriction that the noun they are used with must be specific indefinite.
The nouns is put into the case as the relative clause dictates with a topic clitic, and
the infinitive receives definite suffix and nominative or accusative marking.

Cows used to enjoy grass that grew on this field.

Gazir nanban taglanbus$ noba-méa melaliq 6zac¢a altobqo.

cow-PL this.FEM.GEN field-GEN-DEF.FEM.GEN.LOC

grass-DEF.FEM.NOM=TOP grow-INF grow-INF.PAST-ACC be_happy-IMPRF
Infinitives in accusative case are also used with verbs that would take conjunction
that in English.

| said you should go away now.

Noqus uqun dalas aduqa tatfic.

now 2.sg.GEN road-GEN.LOC run-INF.PRES-ACC say-PERF
Finally, other types of subordinate clauses are usually formed by adding conjunctions
after fully inflected sentences.

When you left me, she found me.

Bimqlc-ne-q aqu Sabeé-ne-m.

leave-PERF=1.sg.ACC=2.sg.NOM time find-PERF=1.sg.ACC=3.sg.FEM.NOM

VOCABULARY

Farum mostly uses suffixation to derive new vocabulary. Usually, conventional
endings are removed before further derivational affixes are added, but it is not
necessarily so if the ending is somewhat obscured by today.

maqvin (mag-vin) + -dan > maqdan

avin (U-vin) + -dan > Gvindan
Most commonly, words have only one derivational and one conventional ending
(unless some of them are obscured), but it is possible for multiple derivational
suffixes to be added if they form different word classes.

dat(ed) ‘road; way’ > dat-ken ‘to send’ > dat-ken-dat(t) ‘sending; package’
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Prefixes are very rare, but there are some productive valency-changing prefixes.

di€¢ ‘to hit, to mark’ + e- -an > idiCan ‘to be marked > to be special’
There are also some very old derivational prefixes none of which are productive
anymore.

tat-fin to say’

a-dat (< *a-tat) ‘language’
Vocabulary can also be borrowed, mostly from nearby Kudi languages or from some
languages spoken on the Archipelago. They are most commonly wanderworts of
unknown source found in many languages in the socially and culturally very complex
area of coastal cities.

nuttu < ltian nwyty ‘nwita plant’

bakki < Atoko pakkiD ‘high sun’

¢un < Kuci dun ‘money’

DIALECTS

There are four main dialects that need to be discussed. Speech of the main city of
Far, speech of the town of Ezermat and dialects of rural areas. The last one exists on
a continuum with dialects in Ezermat and work class dialects in Far, which is the
fourth main dialect.

Work class speech of Far and rural dialects share a sound change {i,€}, {Gi,06,a8} > &,
3., that is they merge all nasal vowels into one front and one back. A distinction
between these two is mostly in vocabulary (as rural dialects have more Kugi
borrowings).

Ezermat has a distinct pronounciation of vowels, their /e ¢/ are often [g 2] with their
long versions being [e: 0:]. The long /a:/ is distinctly [o:].

High class people in Far use many Itian loanwords, as well as loanwords from other
languages important in trade. They tend to pronounce dental and alveolar fricatives
as non-sibilants and to merge palatals with postalveolars.

There are not many differences in grammar other than certain differences in endings
or different uses of some compound tenses. Internally headed relative clauses are
more common in Far and Ezermat despite them being under stronger foreign
influence (of languages which do not use such constructions).

The most notable difference lies in accent whose exact pronunciation in terms of
phonetic realisation. Ezermat speakers also tend to fully pronounce extrametrical
high tones as actually high and in high-class speech in Far the opposition can be
ignored. Opposition in monosyllabic words with a long vowel is also pronounced quite
differently between dialects.

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Here are five sample sentences taken from “Just Used 5 Minutes of Your Day”:

o #292
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"I've got another confession to make: I'm no fool."
Dazqun gaba tatfiniq nen dadis o: “Ne tettobda itat.”
confession-GEN one_more-ACC say-INF.PRES 1.sg.GEN
road-GEN.LOC be 1.sg.NOM be_fool-NEG.PRES at_all
There is my way to say another confession: “| am not naive at
all”.

#592

"She doesn't like to swim in the sea during the winter."
Me bahqii-ho santus avingan tanuaqii-buh aduda.
3.sg.FEM.NOM winter-GEN=during
sea-GEN-DEF.NEU.GEN.LOC swim-INF.PRES-GEN
though-GEN=around run-NEG.PRES

She doesn’t run into a thought of swimming in winter.

#846

"Who was Bill seen by in his house?"

Bill ¢an mattanintus gébe eban faq kobebé¢ denak?

Blll 3.sg.MASC.GEN house-GEN-DEF.NEU.GEN.LOC COM>
who-GEN <COM see~PASS-PERF yesterday

Bill was seen in his house in company of whom yesterday?

#918

"Sione eats a lot of fish, doesn’t he?"
Sione-di¢ ade€¢ Gnar nabuc?
Sione=QUEST a_lot fish-PL.ACC eat
Sione many fish, right?

#1725

"Then Anansi had to ask for forgiveness, lest they put him
in prison."

Ni¢a ebongan fi bimquqih do kemqu ézaniq Anansi dadis
o0qo.

be_any-NEU prison-GEN into leave~PASS-NEG-FUT
in_order_to forgiveness-ACC take-INF.PRES Anansi(.GEN)
road-GEN.LOC be-IMPRF

To not be left into a prison in order to, there was Anansi’'s way
to take forgiveness.



